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CDC recommends third dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine for 12-15-year-olds 
 
STATEWIDE (Jan. 5, 2022) — The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) now recommends that 
anyone age 12 and up get a third dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine at least 5 
months after completing their Pfizer-BioNTech primary series. A third dose of COVID-19 
vaccine provides increased protection against the virus.  
 
Earlier this week the CDC updated the recommended timeline for when people can get a third 
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine dose, shortening the minimum interval from 6 months to 5 
months. Additionally, they recommended that moderately or severely immunocompromised 5–
11-year-olds receive an additional primary dose of Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine 28 days after their 
second dose of Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine. At this time, only the Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 vaccine is authorized and recommended for children aged 5-11. 
 
The third dose interval recommendation for people who received the Moderna vaccine (6 
months) or the second dose interval recommendation for the J&J vaccine (2 months), has not 
changed. If you got the J&J vaccine, you should get a dose of either Pfizer or Moderna two 
months or more after you first got vaccinated. The new five-month interval for Pfizer-
BioNTech third doses only applies to individuals who have completed a Pfizer-BioNTech 
primary series. 
 
Vaccines are the safest, most effective way to slow the spread of COVID-19 and its variants, 
and to help avoid the worst outcomes (severe illness, hospitalization, and death) among those 
who do become infected. State health officials stress that all Coloradans ages 5 and older 
should get vaccinated with the COVID-19 vaccine as soon as possible. Coloradans should get a 
third dose of the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine to ensure increased protection against the virus if 
they: 
 

• Are 12 or older and received their second dose of Pfizer at least five months 
ago. 

• Are 18 or older and received their second dose of Moderna at least six months 
ago. 

If you are immunocompromised and got three doses  of Pfizer or Moderna in your primary 
series, you should get a fourth dose of Pfizer fivesix months after your third dose or a fourth 
dose of Moderna six months after your third dose. 
There are more than 1,800 vaccine providers across the state of Colorado. You can get a 
COVID-19 vaccine or booster at a pharmacy, doctor’s office, pop-up clinic, or mobile vaccine 
bus near you. 
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The COVID-19 vaccine is free. You don’t need ID or insurance to get vaccinated. Many 
providers take walk-ins and same-day appointments. You are entitled to paid time off from 
your job to get vaccinated and recover from any side effects. 
Continue to stay up to date by visiting covid19.colorado.gov. 
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