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AIM stands for Accessing Innovative Measure (or higher retention in 

college). Here at AIM, our purpose is to serve Otero’s diverse student 

population by promoting educational opportunities through mentor-

ing, advocacy, case management, experiential learning, undergraduate 

research and other professional development activities.  

We strive to reach students outside of  the classroom environment and 

provide them with a holistic approach to learning, career development 

and an overall college experience that will better prepare them for 

when they graduate to a four-year institutions or hit the job market.  



Shawn Japhet - AIM Grant Project Director 

As the director I serve as the institutional lead for 

the project, oversee the project budget and head 

the Title V Steering Committee. I came to Otero 

as a tutor in 2005. Over my 16 years at Otero, I 

have been a tutor, the Director of  Student Success Center and Disabil-

ity Services, and most recently the Educational Resource and Disabili-

ties Services Specialist. I am an alumni of  Otero and received my 

Bachelor of  Science in Applied Management from National American 

University. I love spending time with my family, participating in out-

door activities, watching athletic events and crafting. 

Kimberly Munro - Faculty Professional Develop-

ment Lead & Student Research Coordinator 

I’m here to connect you with research projects, 

volunteer work, and other service and experien-

tial learning opportunities both on and off  cam-

pus. I’m hoping to help pair any interested stu-

dents with the right hands-on learning projects that will help them to 

develop skills learning and respective degree program. I graduated 

from Louisiana State University in 2018 with my PhD in Archaeology, 

and have a long term research project still digging in Peru during the 

summer months. I enjoy hiking, paddle boarding, running, exploring 

archaeological sites, visiting National Parks, and watching College 

Football. Geauz Tigers! 
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Caitlyn Dieckmann - Academic Advisor  

Having started in this position in January, I 

have taken on not just the role of  an academ-

ic advisor, but also as a mentor. I have helped 

to create AIM for the Arts: a collaborative ef-

fort between AIM and Humanities staff; 

geared toward bringing live art to Otero through open mic nights and 

a yearly talent show. Before working at Otero I graduated from UCCS 

with a Bachelors of  Psychology and Political Science. I also worked as 

a peer mentor/leader at UCCS in Colorado Springs which operated 

similar to AIM peer mentoring and advising at Otero. In my free time, 

I do homework for my ongoing Masters degree in Psychology, hangout 

at the Picketwire Theatre where I occasionally act on stage, and spend 

an egregious amount of  time reading. 

Cedric Quintana - Student Success Coach 

I am an Otero Alumni and I’m here to help with 

students with career advisement and promoting 

career exploration if  you are unsure of  what you 

want to major in. I enjoy snowboarding, traveling 

and attending concerts in my free time. 
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Jadyn Bevington - Mentoring Coordinator  

I run the mentoring program that is designed to help 

students find their way in the college life. I love be-

ing able to help students find their way with not on-

ly academic needs but personal and social needs as 

well. I was raised in Swink, Colorado, so I am very familiar with the val-

ley and the community. I am an Otero Alumni as well; I took a gap year 

and lived in Florida before I returned to Colorado and became an Alum-

ni of  Denver’s Metropolitan State University; graduating with my Psy-

chology Bachelors in 2022. I enjoy skiing, camping, being outdoors, 

painting, traveling, and playing videogames (if  I have free time).  

Monica L. Martinez -  Case Manager  

I was born & raised in Rocky Ford, and am alumni of  

Otero College.  In the role as Case Manager, I am a re-

source to ALL students.  I will help students thrive at 

Otero College so they can meet their goals, obtain their 

degrees and move forward to higher degrees or into the 

work force.  My knowledge of  campus and community 

support systems provides timely connections with resources that can 

help. I have a passion for supporting and visiting with students (my of-

fice is always open).  In my free time, I enjoy photography (I’m sure you 

see me with a camera around campus) and cheering on Colorado’s best 

professional sports teams: the Otero Rattlers and Rocky Ford 

Meloneers.   
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The AIM Sponsored Drawing 

• Did you know we have a drawing going this semester? Every time 

you attend an AIM event and SIGN-IN, we’ll put your name in for 

our drawing. The more events you attend the more times your name 

will be entered. 

• We’ll draw a name at the end of  each month, but the grand prize 

will be drawn at the end of  the semester! Prizes include gift cards 

and Airpods! 

• Look for the AIM logo on flyers and announcements throughout 

campus so you know you’re attending an AIM sponsored event! 

Contact Us: 

Shawn Japhet,  AIM Grant Project Director 

    (719) 384-6862  

    shawn.japhet@otero.edu 

    Humanities 123 

Caitlyn Dieckmann, Academic Advisor  

    ( 719) 384-6999  

    Caitlyn.Dieckmann@otero.edu 

    Learning Commons 124 

Monica Martinez, Case Manager 

    (719) 384-6811 

    Monica.Martinez2@otero.edu  

    Humanities 122 

Jadyn Bevington, Mentoring Coordinator   

    (719) 384-6880 

    Jadyn.bevington@otero.edu 

    Learning Commons 122 

Kimberly Munro, Ph.D. 

Faculty Professional Development 

&Student Research Coordinator 

    (719) 384-6878 

    kimberly.munro@otero.edu 

    Wheeler Hall 116 

 

Cedric Quintana, Student Success  

Coach  

    (719) 384-6860,      

    cedric.quintana@otero.edu 

    Academic Success Center 

                News and Announcements 



Have a happy autumn, and we hope to see 

you at an AIM event around campus soon! 

- The AIM Team 

AIM Career Exploration Events AIM Case Manager’s Events 

The contents of this newsletter were developed under a grant (P031S200021) from the Department of Education. However, the 

content does not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by 

the Federal Government. 

*Thursday October 6, 2022. 7pm. 

Ed Stafford theater: Free perfor-

mance by Grupo Folklorico Del 

Pueblo 

*Monday October 10, 2022. 

10:30am. Northside Humanities' 

doors: walk to the park and back for 

National Walk to a Park Day 

*Wednesday October 19, 2022. 

10:30 am. Learning Commons:   

Performance by Otero’s own Guitar-

ist Garrett Palmer 

*Wednesday October 26, 2022. 

10:30 am. Learning Commons:   

Coffee & Muffins to honor our local 

first responders for National First 

Responders Day 

                 What’s Happening in October 

*Tuesday October 4, 2022 11am 

Learning Commons: presentation 

on Elementary Education by  

Katy Jones from Rocky Ford 

School District & Otero Alumni 

*Tuesday October 11, 2022 11am-

Learning Commons: presentation 

on Graphic Design by Cisco Perez 

from Colorado Sublimation Print-

ing 

*Tuesday October 25, 2022 11am 

Learning Commons: a presenta-

tion on Pharmaceuticals by      

Bob Fowler from Wal-Mart Phar-

macy & Otero Alumni 

 


