
TRiO  
Student Support Services 

Upcoming 
Events 

Cheyenne 

Mountain Zoo 

4/6 

Otero        

Withdraw 

Deadline 

4/7 

TRiO Stole 

Checkout   

4/12 

Olympic      

Museum  

4/14 

TRiO Grant 

Aid Due 

4/15 

TRiO          

Graduates 

Farewell Cap  

4/18- 

4/22 

TRiO Graduate 

Etiquette    

Dinner (Invite 

Only) 

4/27 

Graduation  4/30 

April 2022 

Do you want FREE money to use towards College? 

 Have you been a part of TRiO for 2 semesters or more?  

 Do you receive the Pell Grant? 
 

If your answer is yes then you are eligible to apply for TRiO Grant Aid, which is 

FREE money for College!  The grant application officially opens on March 21, 

2022, for the Spring Semester.   

 

Students must complete: 

 Grant Application https://form.jotform.com/201143643917048 

 Create an account and complete at least one Project Success Module at 

https://www.projectsuccessfinlit.org/ojc   

 Write a Personal Essay (See application for more details) 

 

This application is due April 15, 2022, and can be  

submitted to any TRIO advisor.  Stop by and pick 

up an  application or talk to a TRIO advisor if you 

have any questions.    

TRiO Grant Aid 

TRiO Hours 

Monday– Thursday 

7:30AM– 5:00PM 

Friday  

7:30AM—4:00PM 

https://form.jotform.com/201143643917048
https://www.projectsuccessfinlit.org/ojc


(Early Registration) 
 

Early registration for the summer and fall semesters open up on  Monday, March 28, 2022 @ 8:00 AM.  Clas-

ses fill up quickly, so meet with your advisor to get the classes you want at the times that fit your schedule.  

See a TRiO advisor to get registered ASAP.  Speak with your advisor about in-person advising appointments 

verse phone advising appointments.   

Reminder: In order to register for the summer and fall semesters students cannot have a financial hold 

on their account.  If you have questions about how to get your bill paid off contact your TRiO advisor to go 

over the different options that you have to pay for college.   

If you are struggling with a writing assignment contact Alexa and set up an appointment ASAP.  Alexa can 

help with writing assignments for all Otero classes and offers phone, WebEx, and limited in-person appoint-

ments.  Some of the ways she can help include but are not limited to: 

 Making Outlines 

 Going Over Assignment Requirements 

 Edit/ Revision 

 Brainstorming Topics 

 Formatting APA and MLA 
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Writing Help 

Summer and Fall Registration  

Alexa Cihura 

Phone: 719-384-6944 

Email: alexa.cihura@otero.edu 

"It takes a dream to get started, desire to keep going and determination to finish." 

-Eddie Harris  



If you are looking to transfer and need help applying to Universities, sending transcripts, applying for 

scholarships, or anything else that applies to transferring, please contact a TRiO advisor to get assistance 

with the transfer process.  Your advisor can make sure you are on track and ready to transfer after Otero.  

Appointments can be made by calling or emailing a TRiO advisor (contact information is listed at the end 

of the Newsletter).  Transfer appointments can be conducted over the Phone, Webex, or in-person ap-

pointments can be made.   

Do you have a computer to use to complete your online class work?  Maybe you are using an old computer, 
have to borrow someone else's computer, share a computer, or even check one out each week from the 
Learning Commons.  If you are in a similar situation to any of the above scenarios stop by and talk to a TRiO 
advisor about their Computer Check-Out Program.   With this program, TRiO participants are able to check 
out a computer for the duration of the semester.  If students withdraw or drop all of their courses the stu-
dent will be required to return their computer at this time.  Contact a TRiO advisor today to discuss the 
Computer Check-Out Program and see if it is a good fit for you.  

Other items that can be checked out include: Text Books and Calculators 

Items that TRiO students can use on-campus include: Microscopes 

RETURNING ITEMS: All items checked out for the Spring semester 
need to be returned by April 29th, 2022 unless other arrangements 
are made.  If items are not returned, you will be charged for any miss-
ing items.  

Withdraw Deadline 

Thursday, April 7, 2022 (Otero Courses) 

Monday, April 18, 2022 (CCC-Online section C11) 

The withdraw deadline is your last chance to leave a course before receiving your final grade.  This is later 
in the semester, and does have consequences.  When you withdraw you must still pay for the class, a “W” 
will show on your transcript, it does not effect your GPA but will count as attempted but not earned cred-
its which can effect your Financial Aid.  
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TRiO Check-Out Program 

Otero Course- Withdraw Deadline 

Transfer Help 



If you are graduating at the end of the Spring semester you need to complete a Graduation Application.  This 

is a very important step because the application is how your degree gets posted on your transcripts.  You 

want your transcripts to reflect that you have received a degree when you send them to Universities or 

submit them for a job application.   

When you submit a graduation application, the registrar double checks your degree and makes sure that you 

meet all the requirements for graduation. The application is also where you can decide if you would like to 

walk during graduation.   

 

Copy and paste the following URL into your web browser to complete the online Graduation Application 

ASAP.  If you have any questions about filling out the Graduation Application please contact your TRiO 

Advisor.   

https://www.otero.edu/servicesandsupport/gradapp.aspx 

The Otero Graduation Commencement Ceremony is on April 30, 2022 @ 10:00 am.  Check your student 
email for updates on graduation, practice times, and more.  For questions about graduation please contact: 
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Otero Graduation 

Graduation Application 

If you are walking in graduation on April 30, 2022 and are a member of TRiO you can rent a TRiO stole to 
wear during the graduation ceremony.  

This stole represents that you are a member of the TRiO program.  There is a sign up sheet located in TRiO 
and is first come first served.  Speak to an advisor to be placed on the list for a TRiO stole and to make 
arrangements prior to graduation if you are interested in walking with a stole.   
 
Deposit:  You will be required to submit a $40.00 deposit for your TRiO stoll.  You can bring cash or write a 
check as your deposit.  We will not cash your check unless the stole is not returned.  After graduation, return 
the stoles to the TRiO department by the following Tuesday or else you will be charged for the stole.    

TRiO Graduation Stole 

Gary Addington  Gary.addington@otero.edu  719-384-6859 

Kim Juul Kim.juul@otero.edu 719-384-6948 

https://www.otero.edu/servicesandsupport/gradapp.aspx


Otero College 
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Spring Semester Collage 



Upcoming Workshops 

Date/ Month Event Time 

April 18-22, 2022  Creativity Workshop: TRiO Graduates 

Farewell Cap 

90:30 AM– 4:30 PM 

Location: TRiO Area 

Cultural Events 

Date/ Month  Event About Event 

April 6, 2022 Cheyenne Mountain Zoo Do you love animals? If so, join TRiO as we travel to 

the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo where we will learn 

about Lions, Tigers, and Bears.. Oh my! 

April 14, 2022 Olympic Museum  TRiO is going to the U.S. Olympic & Paralympic   

Museum where students will get to learn about the 

history of Team USA at the Olympic and Paralympic 

Games, as well as the hopes and dreams of future 

generations.  
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Did you  know that every year you have to complete a new FASFA?  Its okay if you didn't because there is still 
plenty of time to get one done before the beginning of the fall semester.   

Each FASFA lasts for one year and covers Fall, Spring, and Summer semesters within that year.  After these 
semesters are over you must complete a new FASFA and link it to all of the colleges that you are thinking 
about attending during that school year.   

Need help completing your FASFA?  Don’t worry! For help on the FASFA contact Melinda Viescas, she spe-
cializes in helping students complete their FASFA.  Stop by and talk to your TRiO advisor about setting up a 
time to get help on your FASFA.   

Have You Completed Your FASFA?  

Contact Us 
 

 

Name Phone # Email 

 Todd Werner 719-384-6835          todd.werner@otero.edu 

 Alexa Cihura 719-384-6944         alexa.cihura@otero.edu 

 Christina Mackey 719-384-6846        christina.mackey@otero.edu 

 Malorie Weiss 719-384-6815 malorie.weiss@otero.edu 

Melinda Viescas 

Program Site Coordinator-TRiO EOC 
McBride Hall: Room 150 

Phone: 719.384.6852 

Cell Phone: 719.569.6412 

Email: melinda.viescas@otero.edu 
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